
Church competition
National winner announced!

See pages 2 and 3 for our  
national and regional winners.
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There when you need  
us most
When Storm Eunice swept across the country in February 
causing significant damage and disruption following record-
breaking winds across huge parts of the UK, we were here to 
provide vital help, support and advice to those customers who 
needed us the most. 

Our precious churches and 
their associated buildings 
were not spared as roofs and 
particularly exposed spires 
suffered devastating damage. 
The initial focus for churches 
was to arrange emergency 
temporary protection to 
prevent additional damage and 
wherever possible to allow 
buildings to remain open for 
the community. 

Our dedicated team of specialists, supported by a network of 
handpicked experts worked tirelessly to provide emergency 
funding, support repairs and replace damaged items to ensure these 
iconic buildings are returned to their former glory and returned to 
service their local community – always our focus and priority. 

A belated big thank you for turning round our request for 
help so quickly – the church officers were really pleased 

with your speed – and that allowed us to place an order with 
our local man to have the job done quickly.    

Church customer

Jeremy Trott, claims director at Ecclesiastical Insurance, said: 
“Storm Eunice brought some of the worst weather the UK has 
experienced in 30 years. When storm events such as this are 
forecast we commit additional resource to support customers 
should the worst happen. As expected, we had a significant increase 
in calls from customers affected by the storms and our claims 
handlers worked alongside colleagues in our church team to handle 
the additional demand. To date we’ve received over 2,000 claims, 
which shows the scale of the impact from the storms.”

Don’t forget our website also has advice on how to prepare  
for a storm when they are forecast, as well as steps to take  
during and after, including when to contact us.  
Please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/churchstormadvice

In the unfortunate event that you need to make a claim, you should 
look to get in touch with us as soon as you can. We’ve made the 
claim reporting process as simple as possible and claims can be 
reported 24 hours a day, 7 days a week on 0345 603 8381.

1 Ecclesiastical Settled Property Claims ̶ Customer Opinion Results 2021, responses 
from 505 direct customers who have had their claim settled

” 
“

claims satisfaction1

99%
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Congratulations to our 
national winner!

Last year, we launched our ‘Good News’ competition – and now 
we’re proud to announce the national winner.

We asked for stories about your church community – written in the 
style of a newspaper article, and accompanied by a photograph 
and a suitable headline. We were looking for uplifting tales of 
battling to achieve something special for the parish, perhaps, or 
tireless volunteering, or dedication to your congregation or wider 
locality. And we were inundated with amazing entries.

Our judges worked long and hard to select five regional winners 
from the huge list, each receiving £1,500 towards church funds  
as part of Ecclesiastical’s aim to donate profits to transform lives 
and communities.

All of the regional winners enjoyed a celebratory lunch at Church 
House, Westminster, where we announced the national winner.

With the help of the public, through a show of support 
for their online story – we are delighted to announce the 
overall winner is Penlee Cluster Churches, who were 
awarded a further £6,000.

Have you heard the 
e-news?
E-news is a monthly email full of tips and information for 
all of our customers and anyone in your church community. 
To receive it is easy – all you need to do is register on our 
website at www.ecclesiastical.com/signup and if at any time 
you decide you no longer want to receive it, you can click the 
‘unsubscribe’ button at the bottom of the email. Feel free to 
pass on the sign-up link to anyone you think might like it.

National  

W
inner

Our promise to our 
customers
As a customer of Ecclesiastical, you can expect support from 
a team of passionate people who share the same desire to 
provide you and your church with the support you need. 

Our promise to you is our commitment to keep customers 
at the heart of what we do. This promise is something we 
at Ecclesiastical live every day and we hope this is your 
experience of us too. Read our promise to you at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/customer-promise

Our conduct 
We aim to be a market leader in the way  
we conduct ourselves.

Our service 
Our goal is to provide you with a customer 
experience that consistently delivers 
moments of delight.

Our expertise 
We set out to provide you with specialist 
expertise, guidance and protection.

Our products 
Our products represent fair value and  
are clear and easy to understand.

Our pricing 
We charge a fair price that generates a  
fair level of profit for our charitable owner.
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Central Regional Winner
St John the Baptist Church, Leicester Diocese, for their entry  
‘New toddler group brings community together’.

North Regional Winner
St Gabriel’s Church, Sheffield Diocese, for their entry  
‘Following Jesus into our community’.

Scotland Regional Winner
St Luke the Evangelist, St Andrew’s, Dunkeld & Dunblane Diocese, 
for their entry ‘Touchscreen learning and sunshine all year round’.

Wales Regional Winner
Holy Trinity, Bangor Diocese for their entry ‘Tranquility garden: 
peace after the storm’.

Read the Good News stories from all our regional winners as 
well as entries from churches all across the UK at 

www.ecclesiastical.com/churchcomp

Congratulations once again in particular to our 
regional winners for their inspirational stories

You’re never alone in Cornwall
Located within touching distance of Land’s End, and surrounded 
by the sea, it was lonely and isolated during lockdown – but 
the parishioners and staff at the Penlee Cluster were not 
downhearted.

Determined to bring their community together during those 
difficult months, they launched a fantastic ‘Never Alone’ initiative.

This multi-faceted campaign saw church members team up with 
local businesses to take pub meals, Cornish pasties, and fish and 
chip suppers to elderly and vulnerable people.

They also ran a ‘parcel pets’ arts-and-crafts programme with 
youngsters and a local artist, Sally the Postie, in which children 
made fun ‘pets’ out of packaging materials and delivered them 
with songs and letters to put a smile on people’s faces.

‘COVID created a deep sense of isolation for everyone,’ said Rev 
Sian Yates. ‘Never Alone’ gave all our volunteers the sense that 
they were doing something worthwhile – an intergenerational 
project which certainly helped our well-being. For some people, 
when our deliveries arrived, it was the only day that they had 
human contact and a laugh. It made people feel that the church 
cared.’

Watch the winning video entry from Penlee Cluster at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/churchcomp

Thank you for your support
We received a huge number of moving and heart-warming 
submissions capturing the essence of your communities and we 
are grateful for all your contributions.

National  

W
inner
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The heat is on
Balmy summer days are a great time to think about the risks 
and rewards of solar power – but don’t forget fire safety and 
electrical wiring.

Solar panels
With the green agenda becoming ever-more important and the 
desire to become Net Zero Carbon, some churches are considering 
installing solar photovoltaic (PV) panels to church or other roofs.

The panels do not need direct sunlight to work and can still 
generate electricity on a cloudy day. Some users sell any excess 
power generated back to the national grid.    

Our experience has identified that the quality of installation of 
these systems is critical to their success. Poorly designed or 
installed systems are potential causes of fires. It is therefore 
essential any installer appointed is Microgeneration Certification 
Scheme (MCS) accredited. 

Please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/churchsolarpanels 

Fight fire – before it starts
It’s not just a good idea to carry out regular fire risk assessments 
at your church – it’s the law ̶ so just to remind you, it is a legal 
requirement.

We developed a fire risk assessment based on our own expertise. 
This assessment can only be used by churches whose normal 
activities are limited to what might be expected, plus occasional 
public events, such as concerts.

Churches with a wider range of activities, such as night shelters, 
lettings and nurseries, should consider appointing an independent 
consultant to help them carry out the fire risk assessment.

For a full copy for you to use for your own assessments,  
please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/fireriskassessment 

Testing, testing, 1, 2, 3
Don’t forget, it’s really important to have your church electrical 
installation checked properly every five years, at least, by a 
competent contractor with full-scope registration or membership 
to work on commercial installations. Review when your electrics 
were last checked and if it’s been a while, now would be a great 
time to book another. 

To help you, we’ve created a Testing Checklist, a record of the last 
test date for your electrics, and other items, and a diary reminder 
of the next.

You can download the checklist, and access a wealth of other 
help and information on this vital area, from our website.  
Please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/church-electrics 

Risk advice line
Whenever you need information about managing risk and  
can’t find what you are looking for on our website, our experts 
are here to help.

Call 0345 600 7531, 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday (excluding 
bank holidays) or email risk.advice@ecclesiastical.com  

 

Fire risk assessment  

Have you reviewed your fire 
risk assessment? All churches 
need to complete a suitable and 
sufficient fire risk assessment 
to comply with the Regulatory 
Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 
or The Fire (Scotland) Act 2005 
which should be periodically 
reviewed to remain valid.

Electrical wiring 

Electricity has the potential to 
cause considerable damage to 
property and serious personal 
injury. Check your electrical 
systems have been inspected  
by a qualified electrician within 
the last five years and all 
portable appliances have  
been tested. 
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Don’t let dizzy heights 
be your downfall

We’ve all been there – a 
little job needs doing, inside 
or outside, so why not stick 
up a ladder or a scaffold 
tower and get it done?

These tasks, along with any 
others carried out at height, 
can pose a risk of serious 
injury to those involved. 
Thankfully, falls from height 
are not common in churches.  

But where they do happen, several have resulted in injuries that 
have been permanently disabling. 

There’s plenty you can do to minimise risk – from planning a job 
correctly, using and maintaining equipment properly, or taking 
weather conditions into account. Our handy guide, Church 
Health and Safety Toolkit – Working at Height, is full of  
useful tips and can be downloaded. Please visit  
www.ecclesiastical.com/workingatheight 

Tree-mendous  
safety tips
There’s nothing more beautiful and tranquil than an ancient 
churchyard full of magnificent old trees.

But a 300-year-old horse chestnut or a sprawling yew can 
weigh many tonnes – and strong winds can bring them 
crashing down, with damage to property and danger to life.

Spotting and dealing with early tell-tale signs – such as fungal 
decay, open cracks and excessive swaying in the wind – can 
stop a minor issue becoming a major one.

For guidance on how to keep your trees in tip-top shape –  
safe and stunning to look at – please visit  
www.ecclesiastical.com/treemaintenance

Planning your church 
building works?

It is that time of year when your church may be carrying out vital 
alterations, renovations or repairs, especially after a period where 
your church building may have been closed for a significant period 
of time. There can be many issues to work through depending 
on the nature of the work being carried out. Our Building Works 
Made Simple guide provides information and answers to many 
of the questions we are frequently asked, including types of 
contracts, scaffolding, involving volunteers, regulations and what 
to do when the works are complete.

It is very important that you understand the insurance implications 
of building works and when you should contact us. Our Building 
Works Made Simple guide will take you through the main areas 
you need to consider, including what information we might need 
and when, so that we can ensure that you have cover for the 
duration of the works.

To read our Building Works Made Simple guide, please visit 
www.ecclesiastical.com/buildingworks

Making life easier for 
our customers!

We know that understanding 
the insurance 
responsibilities for your 
church can be complicated, 

that’s why we’ve created our 
‘Made Simple’ guides.

These guides take you through 
potential risks and insurance 
implications of the day-to-day 

running of churches, as well as 
activities and projects that PCCs 
are often involved in.

They cover topics such as administration, events, community 
outreach, people on church premises, church property, building 
works and legal expenses, all in an easy-to-read format.

To view them all, please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/church 
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Inspect and insure for 
peace of mind
It’s the nightmare scenario – a major piece of equipment, like a 
central heating boiler system or a passenger lift in the church 
hall, fails suddenly. You’re left with a hefty bill to repair or replace 
it – and for churches struggling to make ends meet, an unexpected 
and unavoidable expense of this type can be a real blow. Whether 
it’s the boiler or lift – or the office computers or organ, or any 
other piece of equipment used by your church – there are two 
things you can and should do to mitigate the issue.

The first is to have in place a regular schedule of inspections by 
qualified engineers. We can organise an inspection contract with 
our preferred supplier who will arrange a convenient time for a 
surveyor to visit and either identify developing issues which can be 
nipped in the bud, or certify equipment as safe to use.

The second is insurance – and we offer equipment breakdown 
policies which can cover the cost of repairing or replacing those 
expensive ‘big ticket’ items.

We can go beyond the equipment itself, too. If your computers 
crash, we can insure the costly business interruption losses while 
the covered items are being replaced. We can even help with 
reasonable costs for more energy efficiency improvements, and 
pay for professional public relations support if a breakdown poses 
a risk to your reputation.

Together, inspecting and insuring will provide you with peace of 
mind. For further information, please visit  
www.ecclesiastical.com/machinery-and-equipment

The House of Good
New research has revealed 
that the yearly social value 
of churches in the UK and the 
activities that take place in  
them is about £55.7 billion.  

That is twice as much as local authorities spend on adult  
social care. 

The findings come in an update to the National Churches Trust’s 
‘House of Good’ report. Churches are a ready-made nationwide 
network of community care ̶ helping the people most in need 
through providing volunteer-led help including food banks, drug 
and alcohol support, financial advice, youth clubs, after-school 
care, and job clubs. 

The House of Good makes a compelling case for keeping  
churches open and in good repair. For every £1 invested in a 
church, the return is over £16. To find out more, please visit  
www.houseofgood.nationalchurchestrust.org 

Do be ‘alarmed’  
about lead theft
Church metal theft continues to be a challenge for many 
customers. One of our Risk Management Surveyors, on a visit 
to a church, noticed water cascading from under a door. He 
gained entry and found the wooden parquet flooring inundated 
with water. It was clear the church had suffered a significant 
metal theft loss and rainwater had consequently poured into 
the building. 

We anticipate that the frequency of metal theft claims will 
increase as there are still significant rewards for metal thieves. 
We urge churches to review their security protections on a 
regular basis. Churches with significant amounts of lead roofing 
should consider installing a dedicated roof protection system, 
which have proved to be an extremely successful deterrent. 

Another security option is an approved forensic security 
marking solution such as SmartWater®. This is a clever liquid 
that you apply to any external metal. It uses a sort of DNA that is 
unique to your church so that items can be traced back to you. 

It is a condition of your theft of metal cover for any external 
metal (including gates, railings and even accessible bells for 
example) to apply an approved forensic marking solution, 
register it with the supplier and display appropriate signage.  
If you choose SmartWater®, we will register it for you, saving 
you £120. Please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/smartwater 

Ecclesiastical can offer unlimited theft of metal cover, subject to 
security conditions.

You can find details on approved suppliers and more at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/roofalarms
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Benefact Trust: 
Dedicated to achieving 
lasting change
Benefact Trust has enabled Christian organisations to achieve 
amazing things over its 50 years of grant giving. Today, the 
Trust is clearer than it has ever been on what the key challenges 
are for the organisations it supports. Society has big issues to 
tackle, and Benefact Trust can play an important role by getting 
behind the organisations working to make a difference.

Jeremy Noles, Head of Grants and Relationships at Benefact 
Trust, tells us more: ‘Through extensive research and by 
talking to key people in the sectors and communities where the 
need is greatest, the Trust’s grant-making has become more 
focused in recent years. We’ve spent time reviewing our grants 
programmes and the impact they can make. Of course, our 
funding is only a part of what makes a successful project. But 
now, as we’re structuring programmes, we’re defining what the 
success measures should be, alongside conducting surveys 
with Christian charities and churches to understand what 
they’ve achieved.’ Jeremy describes the Trust’s impact: ‘The 
difference we help to make is really brought home when we 
hear people’s personal stories whose lives have been changed 
with the support of our funding ̶ that’s when it becomes real.’

More than just funding
Benefact Trust is dedicated to supporting social action in the 
Christian sector, and it doesn’t just stop at funding. Applicants 
can talk to Benefact Trust and get support and guidance. Plus, a 
wide range of expert advice and resources are available on the 
Trust website.

Dedicated to doing good
The Trust has come a long way, particularly in the last 
few years, responding quickly to major, current issues. For 
example, the launch of the ‘Hope Beyond’ COVID response 
grants programme, and more recently, the Afghan Evacuees 
emergency grants programme and the Brighter Lives mental 
health programme.

Jeremy sums up: ‘We want to help instigate profound change in 
communities. There are big issues in today’s society and we will 
do all we can to support Christian organisations tackling these 
issues.’

Please visit the website to find out more about Benefact Trust 
at www.benefacttrust.co.uk 

Diversifying to better 
serve the community
It’s been a long road, littered with bumps and potholes – but the 
reordering of St Philip and St James’ church in Cheltenham 
is finally finished and a great example of how a church has 
diversified to better serve the community.

It’s a triumph of vision, fundraising and tireless hard work by 
volunteers, clergy and congregation alike. The giant project took 
over a year to complete with a decade of planning beforehand.  
The space was cleared and rewired, and state-of-the-art audio 
visuals installed, improved lighting and a new floor – polished 
limestone with underfloor heating. A servery, office and meeting 
rooms were built, and a car park.

‘We wanted a space that could be used seven days a week, 
not only by our worshipping congregation but also by our 
neighbourhood. For generations, churches have been at the heart 
of their local community and the investment which we have made 
in this building will ensure that this one will continue to be so for 
generations to come,’ said David Mace, chair of the Reordering 
Project Board.

‘We’ve had great support from a number of donors – the Benefact 
Trust among them – and invaluable advice and assistance from 
Ecclesiastical Insurance. We now have a beautiful and flexible 
community space that can easily see a thousand people use it 
in a week. And of course, most importantly we have retained the 
church for its original purpose.’

Read the full story online and see more pictures at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/pip-and-jims 
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Café raises funds –  
and spirits
When lockdowns led to a dramatic fall in revenue, one church 
came up with a way to raise funds and create a much-needed  
local community space. 

Christ Church in Lofthouse 
(near Leeds) was struggling for 
funding, and the village itself 
had been cut in half by the 
arrival of the M26 motorway 
many years ago, leaving its 
people without a proper place 
to meet. So the Reverend 
Mandy Rhodes and others 
put their heads together and 
decided to open the TLC Café in 
the basement of their church.

‘Villagers still talk fondly about the old cricket club which was lost 
when the motorway came through,’ said Mandy. ‘That was where 
people would meet up for parties and get-togethers. But since it 
went there hasn’t been anywhere suitable. Like most churches, 
we were hit really hard by the lockdowns – and we still are, with 
quite a few of our elderly parishioners now in the habit of joining 
services online. So we wondered if there was a way we could 
address both problems, and the café was born.’

They teamed up with CLO Coffee – a Leeds-based Christian coffee 
shop and roastery – to source a machine and barista training, 
and redecorated the basement hall, which is the former crypt. 
In November 2021, they opened the café – and it has gone from 
strength to strength.

‘There’s a lovely, relaxed atmosphere,’ said Mandy. ‘We’re 
seeing a real group of regulars building ̶ people just like having 
somewhere to meet up again. After paying off our original outlay 
we’re now turning a profit, which means we can be more confident 
about paying our Parish Share.

‘We have local artists displaying their work here – our current 
exhibition is of art produced by a local head injury charity – and we 
take a small 5% cut of any sales, which helps. We have a charity 
shop and our food bank too. We’re running mother-and-baby drop-
ins, and I’m looking at starting baby massage sessions. I’d say the 
future is bright!’

Church buildings are much more than just bricks and mortar, 
especially in rural communities. They offer vital spaces for quiet 
time, reflection and connection, as the TLC Café demonstrates.

From listening to customer feedback, we know that it’s not always 
easy to pay for the upkeep and care of rural churches, or for the 
ministry that happens in them. We asked for your feedback on our 
printed toolkit – Fundraising in a Box – that was sent to all church 
customers in January 2021. You told us you liked the toolkit style, 
but guidance especially for rural parishes would be a helpful 
addition to our support. 

That’s why we’ve created a fundraising toolkit for rural churches, 
full of useful links and expert advice. Please visit our Church 
Fundraising Hub at www.ecclesiastical.com/rural-parishes

More fundraising support 
There are plenty of useful resources and handy templates  
for all types of churches on our Church Fundraising Hub at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/churchfundraising or you can call  
our fundraising helpline on 0345 601 9959.

A call to worship ̶  
bells and ringers
The place a bell holds in church can be varied and as they tend to 
be out of sight and mind; the maintenance of the skills of ringing as 
well as the bell may not always be at the top of the agenda. 

To avoid the loss of skills and the bell falling short in maintenance, 
churches are encouraged to maintain a good relationship with 
the ringers, to encourage ringing by supporting local and national 
events and to include bell ringing in funding and fundraising efforts. 

Our support for bell ringing ranges from guidance on our website, 
volunteering to help with maintenance and repairs, donations 
from Ecclesiastical and, our charitable owner, Benefact Trust to 
colleagues applying their personal experiences to support your 
church. 

Read the full article at www.ecclesiastical.com/bell-ringing 
as well as our guidance notes on bell ringing to support you to 
safely hold demonstrations and bell-ringing events. 
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Personalised insurance 
support in human form 
It can be a daunting task, taking responsibility for the upkeep and 
maintenance of your church, and we know that sometimes you 
need more support than we can give over the phone; you need 
someone who can come and see you to truly understand your 
insurance issues. 

Meet Heather Ford – just 
one of our team of Church 
Insurance Consultants, 
specialists throughout the UK 
who are there for just this kind 
of thing. From an informal chat 
to a face-to-face meeting, a 
speaking slot at an event, to 
seminars and workshop events, 
our consultants can provide 
risk guidance and training to 
support you, and all at no  
extra cost.

‘Our job is to help the customers in any way we can,’ said Heather. 
‘It might be to assist them with their insurance, offer guidance on 
a health and safety matter, deliver training on risk management, 
or help with how to use the Ecclesiastical Fundraising Hub to find 
ways of bringing in donations in what is a difficult time.

‘Traditionally, much of that has been done in person. My patch 
stretches from the diocese of Carlisle down to Chester, and from 
Leeds to the Isle of Man, covering some of the most glorious 
scenery in the world – though I can find myself stuck in a traffic 
jam on the M62 now and then! One day I’ll be at a modern parish 
in a deprived part of a city like Manchester, the next I’ll be in 
an ancient church in a tiny village on the side of a mountain in 
Cumbria. I love meeting our customers – they’re a delight. And it’s 
invaluable – you go out to visit someone because they’ve asked 
for help on one thing, and when you get there and spend time 
chatting, you find other things you can help with.’

The pandemic lockdowns have changed the way Heather works. 
‘We had to find new ways of working, like delivering training 
online,’ she said. ‘That’s actually helped some customers – if 
I arrange a meeting in a rural part of the country, it can mean 
customers face a 30-mile drive. But if it’s online, that hurdle 
disappears, and in some cases attendance has gone up. So we’ll 
carry on working in a hybrid way.’

Gearing up for 
community outreach
As flowers continue to bloom and warmer summer months 
approach, many churches will be working through the 
challenges imposed by COVID-19.

A big part of that process will be restarting the community 
outreach projects which had to be put on hold. Finding and 
helping those who are struggling is at the heart of community 
support. But the hiatus may have left some a little rusty when 
it comes to considering the risks and responsibilities involved 
with that vital outreach work.

Whether you’re inviting 
local people into your 
church, or going out into the 
community, it’s well worth 
revisiting your precautions 
and making sure that your 
insurance cover is where it 
should be.

Have you reconsidered 
the possible health and 
safety, personal safety 
and safeguarding issues 
around hosting or working 
with people? Many ‘normal’ 
events like Messy Church 
are likely to be covered, 

but you should let us know about others, such as abseiling or 
tower tours. Likewise, when you’re out and about – perhaps 
restarting a food bank, or running a café – there are a number 
of precautions that might be needed.

We have a wealth of experience in supporting our churches  
in their outreach work, and we’re always delighted to help. 
As a starting point, why not visit our website and check out 
these useful resources at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/communityoutreach  

Heather likes to spend her spare time walking with her partner 
and her grandchildren in the beautiful countryside around her 
home in Heptonstall, West Yorkshire, occasionally ending up at a 
local pub.

‘I am more than happy to be flexible about my working hours’ she 
said, ‘because I’m often dealing with church volunteers so I have 
to fit around their working day. I wouldn’t have it any other way – 
they make my job a privilege.’

Whatever your responsibilities at the church, as our customer you 
have access to the services of a Church Insurance Consultant at 
no additional cost. 

If you would like to find out more, please email the team at 
meetus@ecclesiastical.com or visit www.ecclesiastical.com/cic
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Our Movement for  
Good Awards

Charitable giving is at the heart of 
what we do – and has been for over 
135 years. For the past three years, 
Ecclesiastical Insurance has run the 
Movement for Good Awards programme, 
giving away £3 million to great causes.

Did you know?
In 2021, we were delighted to award £25,000 to church-related 
charities. Please take a look at our winners’ map to see which 
charities and churches we have helped in your local area: 
winnersmap.benefactgroup.com

The Awards are back and this year we have over £1 million to 
donate, but we cannot do it without you. This year, you’ll find 
information on the awards on our parent company’s website.  
Please visit www.benefactgroup.com/movement-for-good  
to find out more. 

There is no Movement for Good without you – thank you.

Financial support for 
2023 sabbaticals
The experience of a sabbatical can be life-changing and 
have a long-lasting impact on your church and community. 
Ecclesiastical’s Ministry Bursary Awards (MBAs) provide 
financial support to members of the clergy planning to take 
extended study leave. Applications are open now until the end 
of September. 

Established in 1987 to celebrate Ecclesiastical’s centenary 
year, the Awards have supported almost 1,400 clergy members 
from Anglican Christian faiths. The sabbatical breaks and 
projects have varied greatly over the years ̶ from traditional 
and modern-day pilgrimages to study visits, spiritual retreats 
and pursuits of lifelong dreams and hobbies.

Like Rev’d James Radcliffe from Lincoln, who worked in sports-
based ministry in South Africa, or Rev’d Rachel Dale, who 
studied dementia and also worked with vulnerable children. 
One of our most recent MBA recipients, Rev’d Canon Imogen 
Nay, spent her sabbatical in 2021 looking at rewilding and 
green churches.

Ecclesiastical’s Ministry Bursary Awards for sabbaticals taking 
place in 2023 will be open for applications until 30 September 
2022. Judging of the applications will take place in November 
and awards will be made during December 2022. 

If you would like to read more about James, Rachel or Imogen’s 
experiences and find out more about the Awards including 
eligibility criteria and application details, please visit  
www.ecclesiastical.com/mba

35,000 churches to be 
registered by the Charity 
Commission

The Charity Commission is working  
with The Church of England to  
register up to 35,000 church charities 
over the next decade. Church charities 
currently do not appear on the register 
but plans have been put in place to  
begin the process of adding churches  
to the register. 

Find out more at www.gov.uk/charity-commission  
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Financial services 
Ecclesiastical Financial Advisory Services (EFAS) provides 
expert, independent financial advice including on pensions, 
investments, life assurance and mortgages for the clergy, 
church people and PCCs.

 0800 107 0190 
 getadvice@ecclesiastical.com 
 www.ecclesiastical.com/financial-advice

WINNERS of the NatWest Mortgage Awards 2022, South West 
and Wales for putting the customer and local community at the 
heart of everything they do.

Funeral planning 
Ecclesiastical can help you make financial provision for your 
funeral, reducing the worry for your family and ensuring your 
wishes are provided for.1

 0800 055 6503 
 info@epsfunerals.com 
 www.funeralplans.co.uk 

1  Terms and conditions apply

Car insurance 
Our Clergy Motor Insurance is tailored specifically for the 
clergy and includes benefits such as business use, no admin 
charges and up to £500 cover for church goods in the car.1

 0345 450 9396 
 www.ecclesiastical.com/carinsurance

1  Subject to terms and conditions

Information at your 
fingertips

Have you visited the Ecclesiastical 
website recently? 

It’s full of advice and information about 
a wide range of risk management topics 
and includes Made Simple Guides about 
such things as building works, people 

on premises and property. You will also find information about 
church, home, commercial and legal insurance and how to  
make a claim.

You can also read an online copy of Church Matters!  
Explore the website at www.ecclesiastical.com/church 

Supporting eco 
champions
We were thrilled to host and sponsor the annual Diocesan 
Environment Conference at our new offices in Gloucester in 
March. The conference on Net Zero Carbon was an opportunity 
for Diocesan Environment Officers to gather and learn from each 
other as they tackle the National Church’s ambitious challenge to 
become Net Zero Carbon by 2030. We are pleased to be able to 
support these ambitions by sharing our facilities and join in with 

ambitions of our own to achieve 
Net Zero in everything from 
onsite energy and reduction 
of waste to how and where we 
invest. 

We’re also helping our 
customers and communities 
to decarbonise by developing 
products and services which 
support them and through our 
charitable owner, Benefact 
Trust, we’ve given £150,000 

to support the Eco Church scheme which aims to help churches 
celebrate what they’re doing to care for the environment and 
decide what to tackle next. 

Churches can contact their local Diocesan Environmental Officer 
(DEO) for support on their road to Net Zero Carbon. Find your local 
DEO on the Church of England website:  
www.churchofengland.org/environment 

Please take a look at our latest article on how your church can 
play their part in tackling climate change at  
www.ecclesiastical.com/greenchurches  

Please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/corporate-responsibility  
to find out how we are different; we believe in running our 
business in a sustainable way to tackle climate change and to 
encourage others to do more.  
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For more information and to update your details, please contact us 

Call: 0345 777 3322   Email: churches@ecclesiastical.com    
       Facebook: Ecclesiastical          Twitter: @churchmatters 
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Award-winning home 
insurance that supports 
your church
Ecclesiastical gives all its available profits away to good causes 
and one of the ways in which we do this is through our Trust130 
Home Insurance offer. For every new direct home insurance 
policy taken out, Ecclesiastical offer to donate £130 to an Anglican 
church or cathedral of the policyholder’s choice.1

Originally launched in 2017 to celebrate our 130th anniversary, 
we have since donated more than £460,000, helping to support 
over 2,500 churches. A donation of £130 may not sound much, 
but churches and congregations have used the donations in many 
creative ways to fund all sorts of things:  

St Mary and Bartholomew Solihull are using their grant to 
introduce contactless donations to support the church and raise 
valuable funds for charitable causes.  

This is important for both the church to enable us to 
continue to raise funds, for the parishioners to enable  

them to continue to donate in church without having to touch 
cash/the collection plate and finally to the local (and national) 
charities we support each year through our charitable giving 
which is only possible from the kind donations our  
parishioners make. 

Duncan Watson, Treasurer 

St Albans West Leigh, which is located in a growing community, 
with a new housing development opposite the church and a 
further development close by in the planning stages, are using the 
money to welcome the new residents. 

We have decided to use the money to assist in funding 
welcome packs – which will be a booklet about our church 

and the locale along with some nice biscuits. The booklet and 
biscuits enable us to make personal contact with people as they 
move into our community, and to offer a warm welcome.

The Rev’d Canon Karina Green, St Albans West Leigh 

Most trusted home insurance provider with the 
happiest customers

As well as supporting your church, when 
you take out a home insurance policy with 
Ecclesiastical you are joining the most trusted 
home insurance provider with the happiest 
customers. April 2022 saw Ecclesiastical top the 
Fairer Finance league table for home insurance 
for a record 15th consecutive time, retaining our 
gold ribbon status.2

Fairer Finance is an independent consumer 
group that surveys around 20,000 UK banking 
and insurance customers throughout the year. 

For more information about Trust130 and home insurance,  
please visit www.ecclesiastical.com/trust130 

1 Terms may apply. 2 www.fairerfinance.com/ratings/customer-experience-ratings/
home-insurance
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